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About us: Parental Care India

We are a company dedicated to look after the overall well being of your parents. Our mission is
to bridge the distance between you and your parents with strong communication and
personalized care.

Being an NRI myself, | know firsthand how it feels to have my parents go through the
difficulties of dealing with the urban jungle that Indian metro cities have become. | see the fear
in their eyes every time | meet them personally. They have lived all their lives working hard and
providing the very best to us the children. It's painful to see that they are imprisoned in their own
houses because there is no reliable service provider who can take care of the logistical details .

So, our company will do exactly that. Be the helping hand . not for a day or a month, but
throughout the year. Our services are listed in the "Home-based Care Services" section of this
website. Please take a look and looking forward to seeing you as a member. Our goals:

e Our job is to take care of your parents' needs.

e Keep you updated about what's going on in their lives.

e Help you be an active participant in their lives.

e Our mission is to be there when you or your parents need us.

Animesh Chowdhury
Founder

Kolkata Office:

Santi Apartment (2nd Floor)

G-1, Rabindrapally , Joramandir
Kolkata, WEST BENGAL 700059
India

nripc.india@gmail.com
http://www.nriparentalcare.com/

Kolkata (Mobile) : 9333 733 760
US: 1-240-620-2026
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A Trip Away From London

Ranjan Banerjee

In August 2013 we went on a visit to London. We were only four in the party and the senior-
most was on wheelchair. The tour was arranged through ‘European Sojourn’, a renowned Travel
Agent based in US. On first two days we visited some iconic places of London like St. Paul’s
Cathedral, Tower of London, British Museum, London Eye etc.

Now we were eager to experience the tour away from London on third day. We finished early
breakfast, the car reported in time and we started right at 8 am. Within half an hour we were out
of city. Our car now followed highway No. A40 through the suburbs of London. Roadside
buildings were mostly same type which is not pleasing to a commuter. Within a few minutes we
were into rural England. On both sides of the highway there were screens of thick bushy trees.
Wheat fields could be seen beyond the trees but harvesting was just complete. There was no
industrial activity on roadside which is a major difference with the big cities of our country. UK,
as we know, has big industrial cities like Glasgow, Manchester, Birmingham etc. May be this is
the reason for the highway being free of local interference. We reached a Rest Area after about
two hours.

Our first destination was Stratford-upon-Avon which is about 80 miles from London. After a
short break we started again and reached Stratford within half an hour. Original house of William
Shakespeare’s father was a semi-thatched one and is still maintained by the Birth Place Trust.
We were led to an adjacent bigger house known as New Place. Shakespeare made good fortune
within a few years of publication of his initial plays and his books of poems. This included the
famous plays like Romeo and Juliet, The Merchant of Venice, Julius Caesar, The comedy of
Errors, As You Like It etc. All his Plays were highly successful in the Globe theatre of London.
He was a partner of this hall also. So he purchased this big house in Stratford to live with his
family. His father had glove making business and so there was sufficient land with the old house
for the business purpose. A nice garden stands there at present. A half bust statue of
Rabindranath adorned one corner of the garden.

Next we reached the nearby Holy Trinity Church standing with dignified facade through many
centuries. Shakespeare was baptised here after birth, married here and was buried within the
church hall. Graves of his wife and children are laid side by side.

From the church we went to riverside. Here was river Avon, actually a stream flowing through
green fields and greener trees. Soft sunshine, cool breeze, boats on the river and holiday tourists
together made a lovely setting. Shakespeare must have been in love with Avon. So he returned
from London with fame and fortune, invested in house and land here, and settled down in the
later part of his life (lived only 52 years). We followed the pathway along Avon chatting how
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much the weather God was kind to us and what an enjoyable summer day it was. On other bank
of Avon was a green valley where some people had crossed through a small bridge and were
resting under the trees with their families. After about a kilometer of walk we reached a Rest
Area cum Mall. There was an open stage and some people, dressed as per characters of a
Shakespeare’s play, were acting seriously. We went to a Restaurant in the second floor of the
Rest Area and selected a riverside table. The view in front was enchanting.

After lunch we were heading towards Oxford through a rural road with two lane carriageway.
Small villages could be seen now and then but there was no roadside congestion. We passed the
rolling countryside called Cotswold. It was post harvesting time and lack of greenery presented a
deserted look all around. Driver-cum-guide pointed to the famous Blenheim palace at a distance
on our right where Winston Churchill was born. We preferred to reach Oxford early rather than
spend some time for a palace visit. There was boundary wall along right side of road running for
a few kilometers; this marked the Blenheim estate. Trees guarded any view of inside from the
road.

Guide took us to a small town in Cotswold for a break. We came to a village café for tea. It was a
very old wooden structure barely 7ft. high in the ground floor. An aged lady was manning the
counter and a young man was managing tables. A few locals were enjoying scones with tea or
coffee. The café sells homemade cake pieces locally called scones and other dairy products. We
tasted scones with tea and left for Oxford. British people are more fond of tea than coffee.

It was Saturday and a holiday for the University. Oxford University was established in the 15"
century (Cambridge also) by the Christian Missionaries. At present there are 39 colleges under
the University. It seemed as a sleepy old town with very low traffic volume which of course is a
blessing. Traffic is not allowed in smaller roads leading to the colleges. Our guide parked the car
on a road and led us to a narrow gate beside a big gate in high wall resembling the Tower of
London. This was St. Mary Magdalen College of Oxford. Inside there was a very old church and
dining hall. Old ornamental building of stone stood there on the three sides of an open space, an
example of a college in Oxford in the 15" century. The common rooms, an old library and
numerous teaching rooms are housed in this building even now.

An insight into Magdalen gives some idea of education system followed at Oxford University.
“There are six hundred students, four hundred undergraduates reading for a wide range of
degrees and over two hundred graduates. There are seventy Fellows, of whom over a dozen are
resident, covering a great range of subjects in the sciences and humanities. The college provides
accommodation, sports and social facilities for all its members. Undergraduates are taught in
tutorials, often ‘one to one’, which are supplemented by the University’s lectures and practical
classes. The college has five libraries with collections dating back to a gift of 800 manuscript
books, presented by the Founder in 1481.” Seven fellows of this college were awarded Nobel
Prize in Physics, Chemistry, Medicine and literature.
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Behind the old building was a big open space, all green and interspersed with pathways as
walking on the grass is prohibited. We were now facing a big building across the lawns, built in
1733 and called the New Building since then. River Cherwell flows on the right of the lawns and
on the left there is big open field known as Deer Park. A big Plane tree (like Chinar in Kashmir)
is additional attraction here. It was planted in 1801 and is still pretty young by its appearance.
But we could meet neither any student nor any teacher in the big campus as it was Saturday.

Guide left the car in a parking and we walked through the roads and alleys for almost a kilometer
or may be more. We were always busy watching around us — buildings, road, traffic and people
on the road. Alleys were not favorable for pushing the wheelchair. At last we reached the famous
Christ Church College of Oxford but it was closed. Nearby there was an old building of the
University which is used as Convocation Hall. Colleges look like forts as you stand in front and
you will not feel like taking a snap in the camera. Why? The buildings date back to a period
when missionaries were afraid of security and they had to think of first hand protection by
themselves. In this connection it can be cited that king Charles | shifted his capital to Oxford
during Civil War. Some of the Colleges including the Magdalen we just visited were fortified
with arms, ammunition and men to fight possible attack from the Liberation Army. But nobody
ever attacked the seats of knowledge like Oxford and Cambridge.

Everybody was tired by this time excepting the one on wheelchair. So we were quickly back to
the car and were into the journey back to London. Oxford was around 50 miles from London and
we reached hotel at 7 pm.

Our long standing desire to visit Stratford-upon-Avon and Oxford was fulfilled.
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The Lone Soldier and the Battlefield

Aritro Biswas

In the desolate battlefield

The split boughs of trees bow in obeisance to the ground
While men too lay buried in their flagging strength

The only face that is unbowed,

The lone soldier looks at the sky for solace.

All hatred now unwound, friends and foes sleep together in the dust.
The lone soldier leaves them to slumber in the cradle of death.

All distinction now shed away by the Soldier and His battlefield,
Within the field all are embraced equally in the maw of death,

As foes in life become comrades in sleep,

While the soldier walks silently by their graves, impersonal in his grief.

Rising above the wreck of battle,
The soldier shovels away the tainted dirt
and buries the sleeping soldiers of the battlefield.

After the battle has left misery in its wake, a greater battle — that of sacrifice — has engulfed the
field

As in denial of death’s very portent,

the soldier seeks to undo the desolation of the field,

his shovel becomes his only hope of sacrifice,

as while the soldiers he buries slumber tumultuously in abandonment of the soul,

the soldier labors with only an ardor for life.

As comrade and foe destroy each other, the soldier emerges the sole victor of the battlefield and
quietly proclaims his victory over death.
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Hands That Care

Anuradha Dutta

Hands that care,

A thoughtful mind,
Your mission we salute,
You do remind,
God is there --

He is kind.

Away from their dear ones,
Their tearful eyes,
Wrinkled with age,

Crippled to rise.

You lend them your hand
With love and care,
It’s remarkable to see
The support you ensure.

Holding their hands we had
Learned to walk;
But left them with sticks
Not a soul to talk.

You talk to them and bring
back their smile
Patiently you listen to their
Hues and cries.

You not only serve the old
You are serving the LORD,
From the bottom of my heart | pray,
Almighty would bless you all.
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Enigma
Sudatta Pandey

There were nights when | thought,
“I needed You...”
And would stare blankly
Into the Sky deep blue
Cry to myself —
“O ! Where are you?”

Many a times, doubts were raised —
And I almost believed after a few days...
Perhaps You never loved me,
Perhaps You were never there for me.
It’s true I’ve never seen Thee !
And, may be, You too, can’t hear me !!
But, now | knew,

How wrong was I,

Those silly thoughts to buy !

To doubt You and Your presence —
When, to this day — You fill my life with fragrance !

For now, | feel You in every being
Yes ! | hear You when my soul sings —
I knew You bless every morning that | wake —
GOD - | feel You in every breath | take !!!
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